THE    MESOPOTAMIA^    CAMPAIGN.	93
Tigris it lulled the Turks into a false sense of security with
regard to the impregnability of their position across the river.
Meanwhile, on the right bank, the 1st and 3rd Corps went
on consolidating their positions and slowly advancing their
trenches towards the defences at Khadairi and the eastern
face of the Hai Salient. By the 25th the British line was
established on the river bank opposite Kut between the
Khadairi Bend and the Salient,, where the flanks of the 1st
and 3rd Corps met.
This may be regarded as the close of the first phase in
the offensive, because on the 26th the weather broke, heavy
rain fell, troops, guns, transport, and railway-trains became
almost immobilised, and operations came to a standstill.
It will be remembered that General Maude had planned
no further ahead than to establish himself on the Hai at
the cost of as few casualties as possible. He had set about
the task with deliberate caution, and now found himself in
unchallenged occupation of Ms objective at the expenditure of
about seven hundred and fifty casualties, while Ms adminis-
trative services were fully equal to maintaining his troops
in their new positions.
The question was, whether he should rest content with the
accomplishment of his original intention or whether he should
press the operations on the Tigris to a decision; and the
deciding factor was, whether the cost of forcing a decision
would be proportionate to the success he would be likely to
gain. It was still open to him to carry out operations either
on the Euphrates or on the Tigris, and—not wishing to
•commit himself irrevocably in either direction—his plan
•of action for the immediate future was thoroughly
to consolidate his position on the Hai to meet a possible
•counter-offensive by a reinforced enemy; to try entirely to
.clear the right bank of the enemy,, and then either to advance
•on the Euphrates to Samawah or to seize a favourable oppor-
tunity for attacking a weak spot in the enemy's Tigris army,
which lay stretched out between Sannaiyat and Shumran.
With this proposal Sir William Eobertson was in agreement,
"but he warned General Maude that it would probably become
necessary to take from Mm his British Division—the 13th—
in response to the demand of the military situation elsewhere,
and that "it was, therefore, more than ever important that
"the consolidation of his present success should be completed
rapidly and effectively.
Between the 36th December and the 6th January rain fell
Tieavily. The whole country turned into a sea of mud; oper-

